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Professiona l Deve lopment  o f Teachers o f 
Mathemat ics 

New report ‘Empow ering  teachers: 
success for lea rners’ published on 

November 2013 
 
Professional development should be:  

o accessib le  to  a ll t eachers of 
mathemat ics 
o specia list , supported  and  susta ined  
o o f the  h ighest  qua lity 
 

Maths Hubs 
 



Qualifications overview – an ACME 
perspective 

GCSE 

• Has been reviewed 
• All students 

without GCSE 
grade C requ ired  
to study 
mathematics post-
16 

• Are new 
qualifications 
needed for this 
group of students? 

Core Mathematics 

• New qualifications 
are being 
developed 

• Performance 
measures as driver 

• What are the roles 
of HE and 
employers? 

A level  

• A level 
Mathematics and 
Further 
Mathematics 

• A success story 
• Can we predict 

the impact of 
current policy? 



GCSE Mathemat ics Reform 

What has 
happened? 

2015 – new GCSE 
Mathematics 

Linear exams 

Larger GCSE 

Counts as 2 GCSEs in 
performance tables 

More problem solving 

What does 
this mean? 

More teaching time = 
teachers in schools? 

More teachers needed in FE? 

Assessing problem solving 



Core  Mathemat ics 

Discussion  

Proposa ls 

Evidence  

Advice  Core  Maths 
Support  

Technica l 
gu idance  



A leve l Mathemat ics Review  Timeline  

DfE – removes 
link between AS – 

A level 

DfE – only 
terminal exams 

MEI – convenes 
awarding bodies 

MEI – produces 
Straw Man 

content 
ALCAB appoints 
Chair and Panel 

ALCAB meeting 
ongoing 

DfE commissions 
Charlie Strip and 
Stella Dudzic to 

draft criteria 

Ofqual will draft 
assessment 
objectives 

ALCAB report 
published 
June/July 

Criteria will be 
published 

June/July 2014 

Consultations on 
new criteria and 

assessment 
objectives  

New A levels 
ready in schools 
Autumn 2015 

First exams 
Summer 2017 



ACME’s priorit ies today 

• Clear aims and objectives for all maths qualifications (Core 
Maths, AS and A level, Maths and Further Maths) 

Aims for AS 
and A level 

• To improve the validity of assessment Assessment 

• Seek flexibility within AS/ A level Further Mathematics 
Further 

Mathematics 

• Continuing concerns with the timescale. 
• Lack of clarity of roles of DfE, Regulator, Awarding Bodies Process 

• Potential detrimental impacts Uptake 



The open call will be launched next week 
Applications close 30 May 

Interview in June  

New  ACME arriva ls ACME Open Call 2014 
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• ACME Open Call, April 2014 
 

• Website: www.acme-uk.org 
• Twitter: @ACMEmaths 
• Blog: www.acme-uk.org/maths-memos 
• Newsletter: sign up on the website 

 
• Contact:  
ACME Secretariat, acme@royalsociety.org  
Head of Secretariat, rosalind.mist@royalsociety.org  

mailto:acme@royalsociety.org�
mailto:rosalind.mist@royalsociety.org�
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